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Abstract

Land cover and use are among the most important aspects of natural resource management and reviewing
environmental changes. Jiroft area is one of the areas which have undergone a lot of changes in land use and
resources in recent decades. Therefore, in order to study changes in land use during the last three decades, two sets
of satellite data, Landsat TM and Landsat ETM* were used. Categorizing land use classes, analysis of approaches
and their changes and developing a map were carried out through ENVI ¥.V software. Four classes of land use were
analyzed and mapped in the study. Prediction of land use changes in future years were carried out through Markov’s
chain. The findings showed that in the time span under study, the urban area has been expanded significantly.
Studying special pattern changes of land cover showed that greatest changes have occurred in gardens and farms.
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