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Integration of soil and water related factors to sustain crop production in farm level
(Case study: Honam subcatchment of Kharkheh River Basin)
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Abstract

To achieve indigenous integrated soil and water management framework, integrated recommended packages on farm level
and its out—up scaling in the country, a project has carried out since 2013, in collaboration with international, national
and provincial researchers, administrative experts, Ali Abad Agricultural Center local extensions as production area and
local farmers in a participatory approach. The multidisciplinary team through visits of the region and interviews with
farmers, reviewed and prioritized the issues and implemented the project framework into two phases. By integration of
soil limitation and nutrient maps of first phase, Soil and Water Homogeneous units were produced which facilitate
interdisciplinary activities. In the second phase, integrated management packages were presented after gap analysis for
each homogeneous unit. In order to calibrate and validate management packages, out and up scaling in the region, Ali
Abad Agricultural Center selected as an innovation platform and technology transfer of packages to implement bestbets
with volunteered farmers participation which led to improved production. During the project, capacity building
happened through workshops for all participants and transferring information to the Aliabad Center could facilitate
decision making for the local policy makers.

Keywords: Integrated management, integrated recommended package, scaling, homogenous unit, community based and
participatory research, innovation platform



