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Abstract

Soil is one of the main components of the ecosystem, which human has long been associated with as a habitat, as well as the
main source of food production. Hence, indigenous knowledge deal with the relationship between human and the soil in the
form of proverb, poetry and tale that are passed from generation to generation, in order to better management and
understanding the soil's behavior and other phenomena associated with it. Sistan is located on the delta of the Hirmand
river, in eastern Iran and, soil and water issues have played a key role due to specific climatic and geomorphological
conditions in this region, from past to present. In this study, some of the proverbs and beliefs of the people of this region are
discussed that are due to their indigenous knowledge of the soil. The majority of proverbs in the Sistan region are concerned
with the problems of soils in arid lands and how they are managed for farming, and to get better and more products and the

soil has a holy and important place in the beliefs of people of this region.

Keywords: Soil and culture, Soil salinity, Soil management, Soils of arid regions
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