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Table 1. Types of Scil Degradation
Type Degradation Process

Physical Breakdown of soil structure
Crusting and surface sealing
Compaction, surace, and subsoil
Reduction in water infiltration capacity
Increase in runoff rate and amount
Inundation, waterlogging, and anaerobiosis
Accelerated erosion by water and wind
Desertfication

Chemical  Leaching of basas
Acidilication
Elemantal imbalance with excess of Al, Mn, Fe
Salimizaiion, alkalinization
Mutrient dapletion
Contamination, poliution

Biological  Depletion of the soil organic carbon pool
Decline in soil biodiversity
Increase in soil-borne pathogens
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Figure 1. Seil s in a dynamic squilibium with its environment.
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Figure 2. Principal (ypes of soil degradation: (§) natural and (i) anthropogenic

(1998 - Seon 5 1)

/.,f" x_)< ‘a“\\

I_.' N L}
/ ?I p;?jr':-:[{-tal I,.f | Soil chemical
r paradation | degradation

e —

| /" 'n, Dﬁcli’j.a in I "‘\\
'\\ Igf \'\ xz"l '1-.""
\‘x \(’ ,,}/\‘ \ ) /,/
b SROERL J4e

Sl binlagical

\ /

\ sl ql.aid:.'.l,u \\ /,

Figure 3. Inleraction among soil degradalive processes leads 1o decling in soil quality.
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