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Abstract

One of the important roles of low molecular weight organic acids is increasing the availability of nutrients in soil
for plant uptake. To investigate the effects of different concentrations of oxalic and citric acid at various times on
the extraction of ""Ra from a soil with high activity concentration of this radionuclide, an experiment was
conducted. Counting the activity of "*Ra in extracted solutions after preparation of samples, was performed by
Liquid Scintillation Counter (LSC). Results showed that organic acids specially citric acid at \ + mM reduced the
pH of extracted solutions compared to control (distilled water), but couldn’t extract significant amount of ""Ra
from the soil. It seems that the major part of "*Ra is in the soil persistent phase thus these weak acids couldn’t
release it.
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