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Abstract
Atterberg limits are indicators of soil moisture that show consistency of soil at various states. In order to study the effect

of deforestation and slope position on Atterberg limits in forests of west of Guilan, three factor such as land use
(natural and degraded forests), slope position (The beginning of the back slope and the bottom of the back slope)
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and depth (surface and subsurface depth) were selected. Results showed that deforestation only significantly
decreased organic carbon. Slope position had significant effect on Atterberg limits (except liquid limit), clay and
organic carbon. It can be concluded that clay content and organic carbon are the main factors controlling the soil
Atterberg limits in in forests of west of Guilan.
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