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Abstract
The aim of this research is to assess land degradation in the largest source of dust storm of Khuzestan Province in
Southeastern Ahwaz using Mediterranean Desertification and Land Use (MEDALUS) method. Therefore, land
degradation of the dust principle of southeast of Ahvaz, based on the four criteria of soil quality, climate quality,
vegetation quality and management quality, were classified into four groups: mild (100-120), moderate (121-135),
severe (136 -153), and very severe (more than 153) was evaluated in the parts of the study area. The results showed that
soil quality, climate quality, vegetation quality and management quality criteria were 151 + 6, 167 + 5, 175 £ 12, and
168 + 18 in the whole dust principle of Southeast of Ahvaz. According to the results, it was revealed that soil quality
criteria and vegetation cover had the minimum and maximum effect on land degradation assessment. The results if
integration of study criteria and their affectability on land degradation assessment showed that the study dust principle
was rated at a mean of 165x7 in a very sever degraded class based on MEDALLUS assessment. Whereas only about
18% of the focus area of the study is in severely degraded class, and other parts are classified in a very sever degraded
class.
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